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ABSTRACT

Aim of this paper is to highlights the Rajput Pgliof Akbar and Aurangzeb. Mughal emperor Akbar
implemented many policies during his reign, whidkeoaincluded 'The Rajput Policy'. Abul Fazl saysttln order
“to soothe the mind of the zamidars, he enterea mmatrimonial relation with them”. In course of BmAkbar expanded
and elaborated this policy. The Rajputs were tleatgst obstacle in his pursuance of policy agéiesHindus. Aurangzeb
attempted to destroy the power of the Rajputs amtka their kingdoms. The mutual relations of thegklals and the

Rajputs have a great importance in the historjhefMughal period.
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Mansabdars and Battle
INTRODUCTION

The Rajputs are resident of the northern regioriadif. They are a warrior clan but for some reabmy formed
an alliance with the Mughals and served them vagilalty and dedication. The Rajputs were actualeyriilitary wing of
the hindus.

Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babar (1483-1530A.D.) alsob&a(literally means of Babar is ‘the Lion’) was
16th-century ruler of Indian subcontinent and foemadf the Mughal Empire. He defeated Ibrahim Laditan of Delhi in
the first battle of Panipat in 1526 and Babar whia battle. The first battle of Panipat marks thd ef Delhi sultanate and
rise of the Mughal dynasty in India. The Mughal Emmg Babar is described as a military genius aséilul warrior.
Babur had to carry on warfare with the Rajputsthate battles had been fought because of politeslons. Babur could
not frame any fixed Rajput policy due to his eatBath in 1530 A.D. After the death of his fathebB& Nasir ud-din
Muhammad Humayun (1508-1556A.D.) was second Mugimgeror and he succeeded to the throne of Inditheaige of
twenty-three.

Humayun lost his kingdom early to the Pashtun noBleer Shah Suri, but with Persian aid he regatheth
15 years later. Subsequently, in a very short tischepayun was able to expand the Empire furthexitgpa substantial
legacy for his son, Jalal ud-din Muhammad Akbaroalknown as Shahanshah, Akber-e-Azam or Akbar
(means ‘the Great’). Akbar (1542-1605 AD) was thed and greatest ruler of the Mughal dynasty ididn Akbar
succeeded his father, Humayun, under a regentamaithan, who helped the young emperor expand andotidate

Mughal domains in India. At the Second Battle ohipat he defeated the newly self-declared Hindg kiiemu in 1556.
RAJPUT POLICY OF AKBAR AND THEIR RESULTS

Rajput policy of Akbar was based on a planned pdiawards the Rajputs. He was impressed by theatryiv
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faithfulness, fighting skill, etc. of the Rajputskbar tried several ways to gain the trust of tlepRts. The Rajputs ruler
of Amber, Raja Bharmal was the first one to esthibfriendly relation with Akbar in 1562. The young#aughter of
Bharmal, Harkha Bai (also known as Heer Kuwari, hftodBai and as per Mughal chronicle her name was,
Mariam-uz-zamani) was married to Akbar. Akbar gawemplete religious freedom to his Hindu wives araley an
honored place to their parents and relations innthtglity and he gave high posts to Rajputs indnigpire. Most Rajput
kings recognised Akbar's supremacy and later opdtelAkbar in expanding and consolidating the Mugémilpire.
Rajputs like Raja Birbal and Raja Man Singh were imost trusted officials. Both of them were alspaat of the
nine gems- navratnas -of his court. Ain-i-Akbasitdi names of 24 Rajput mansabdars. Raja Todarnamaae the head

of revenue department.

He abolished the Pilgrimage tax in 1563 and Jiayaih 1564 as both were based on religion discidtim.
Jahangir followed his capable fathers policy onty anaintained friendly relations with those rajputiso accepted the
authority of the mughal. Akbar could not succeedanquering Mewar due to many causes. Later on Meaiga conquer

by Mughal empire.

The Rajput policy of Akbar was unique as it notyohélped to end the long drawn conflict betweenRlagputs
and Mughal ruler but also helped Akbar in the cdidation of his empire. It resulted in the develaphof a composite
culture. At the end of his reign in 1605 the Mugeaipire covered most of the northern and centdibland was one of

the most powerful empires of its age.
RAJPUT POLICY OF AURANGZEB AND THEIR RESULTS

The Rajput policies adopted by Aurangzeb weretsancl stern. There were three important Rajputrsuae that
time, viz. Raja Jaswant Singh of Marwar, Rana Ragl$ of Mewar and Raja Jai Sing of Jaipur. All theee were at
peace with the Mughals when Aurangzeb ascendedhtbee. But, Aurangzeb never kept faith in the loyaf these
Rajput rulers. Aurangzeb deputed Raja Jai Singhd@rDeccan where, ultimately he died in 1666 A.BjaRlaswant Singh
was deputed to defend the north-western frontishefempire. Two of his sons died fighting agathst Afghan rebels
and he himself died in Afghanistan in 1678 A.D. &ugzeb was waiting for this opportunity. At thahd, there was
no successor to the throne of Marwar. He occupiedidr immediately and with a view to disgrace thiing family sold
the throne of Jaswant Singh for rupees thirty-gsikhk. It seemed that the existence of Marwar was flor ever.

While returning from Afghanistan, the two wivesRédna Jaswant Singh gave birth to two sons at Lahore

One of them died but the other named Ajit Singhaim®d alive. Durga Das, the commander-in-chiefhef t
Rathors came to Delhi with the prince and requesigéingzeb to hand over Marwar to Maharaja AjitghinAurangzeb
did not agree. Ajit Singh was declared the ruleMairwar and the war of independence of Marwar bdgam that time.
In 1679, Aurangzeb reintroduced Jizyah at the usatek of 48 dirhams on the rich, 24 on the midthss, and 12 on the
poor, the rich being those earning ten thousankadis or more a year, the middle those earning twerhundred,

and the poor those earning less.

Rana Raj Singh of Mewar, who realised that it waghe interest of Mewar to fight against the Mughal
gave support to Marwar. In 1681 A.D., Akbar, sorhafangzeb revolted against his father with thepsupof the Rajputs.
The revolt of Akbar failed and he fled to Maharashtinder the protection of Durga Das. Aurangzekreff peace to

Mewar and it was accepted. The Rathors of Marwawever, continued their fight against the Mugh&Istsuing his son
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Akbar, Aurangzeb left for Deccan and could nevenedack from there. Marwar fought against the Migtiththe death
of the emperor in 1707 A.D., of course acceptingcgein between twice, and finally succeeded in iggints

independence. Thus, Aurangzeb failed to subduerdiflewar or Marwar.

The only result of his policy against these states that he lost the support of the Rajputs. ThpuRs
who were one of the best supporters of the Mughapiee since the reign of Akbar, revolted againstrafgzeb.
Their services could no more be utilised in streaging the Mughal empire. On the contrary, it adtethe troubles of
the empire. It encouraged other revolts also. TthesRajput policy of Aurangzeb failed and resuliethe weakening of
the Mughal Empire.

CONCLUSIONS

The evolution of relations between the Mughals #redRajputs during the reign of Akbar can be plagétin
more than one historical context. They can be se&rms of the expansion of Mughal territorial tohand State power,
the evolution of Akbari religious policy, and theutnal need for some kind of a political accommaatatbn the part of
both the Rajputs and the Mughals. On the wholesthdy of Mughal-Rajput relations is particulangp@ortant because it
illustrates, among other things, the incorporatibra distinct though not homogeneous — culturaugraithin the larger
matrix of Mughal state power. The liberality of Adbwas the primary reason of the success of hipuRgjolicy.
Revolution against the Rajput by Aurangzeb was @inthe major mistakes and its failure contributecthe failure of
Aurangzeb.
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